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PEP Statement on Poverty and Military Spending
by Tila Neguse .  

The most recent Census data in 
2015 reflects the state of poverty 
in the US.

• 13.5 percent of people or 43.1 
mill ion people in the US lived in 
poverty. 

• One in three children lived in 
poverty

• 4.2 million seniors 65 and older 
lived in poverty

 In recent years, non-defense 
discretionary spending has been cut 
so drastically that many anti-poverty 
programs in this section of the budget 
cannot meet the needs of low income 
families and individuals. However, 
the efficacy of federal anti-poverty 
programs is unquestionable.

Safety net programs lift millions 
of people out of poverty every 
year. 

• SNAP (formerly food stamps) 
lifted about 4.7 million out of poverty 
in 2015

• Supplemental Security Income, 
which provides support for the elderly 
and those suffering from a disability, 
lifted about 3.8 million people out of 
poverty.

• Rent subsidies lifted about 2.8 
million people out of poverty.

At the Peace Economy Project, we advocate for cutting pentagon spending and funding human 
needs. We often talk at length about reducing wasteful pentagon spending by eliminating expensive 
and ineffective weapons systems or reducing our nuclear arsenal. But what about ‘human needs’? 
When we merge the concept of the reduction of pentagon spending with funding human needs we 
are referencing the way our nation budgets.

The federal budget should reflect the importance of investments in programs that help lift people 
out of poverty. The federal budget is not just about policies but about our national priorities as well. 
Consistently, pentagon spending consumes more than half of all federal discretionary spending. Dis-
cretionary spending is the part of the federal budget where many anti-poverty programs are housed. 
Programs like LIHEAP (Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program), Community Services Block 
Grants, job training programs and legal services for low-income individuals make up the nondefense 
discretionary spending portion of the budget. The more money we spend on the Pentagon, the less we 
have to fund these important human needs programs. Over 50 years ago, President Lyndon Johnson 
called for an end to poverty in the US. While the programs built since then boosts millions of people 
over the poverty line each year, the US needs to do more to create pathways out of poverty. Part of 
the strategy to create these pathways and end poverty must include reducing military spending. 

PEP believes in a federal budget that reflects our priorities as a nation. While still highlighting the 
need to reduce Pentagon spending, we support robust funding for human needs programs.  

Sources:  US Census Bureau; Center on Budget and Policy Priorities;; Coalition on Human Needs
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Peace Economy Project would like to thank all of those who 
gave time in support of the 2017 print newsletter. Especially 
Joe Welling and Fran Armstrong who contributed valuable 

layout and copyediting support. 

Peace Economy Project would also invite all members to visit 
and contribute to our Facebook and Twitter pages.
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Peace Economy Project 

Financial Report for 2016 

Contributions, Gifts, Grants and other Revenue
  ..................................42,353.83

Total Expenses
 ...................................  $35,365.36
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